
 

 

NCCESA West District Meeting Minutes April 27, 2012 
 
President Donna Tulley called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM. 
 
Donna introduced Ross Young, CED, Madison County Center, where the meeting was held. 
 
Cathy Brackins of Madison County gave our thought for the day:  
“A Verbal Wound Is As Bad If Not Worse Than A Physical One” (see attached). 
 
Ross Young introduced our guest speaker, Gulnara Akbarova, Certified Image Consultant.   
The title of her presentation was “Reinvent Yourself” (outline attached) 
 
Special guest speaker, Martha Cochran, former West District President, gave a short history of the 
district secretary association.  In the beginning, all county directors frowned on there being an 
association, but with Martha’s perseverance, the NCCESA-WD was formed.  It is because of their work 
we are given time off with pay to attend our association meetings. 
 
Martha, Sharon Carter and Dodee Dotson were all presented flowers and a certificate indicating their 
honorary status within the association.  Also, Flo Wallin was presented flowers and a certificate 
recognizing her as one of our charter members.   Janice Dotson asked Flo to speak.  Flo said Martha 
worked hard getting our district association formed and approved.  She would not let anything stop her 
even though there were many obstacles along the way.  Flo was also instrumental in assisting in the 
formation of our district association. 
 
The agenda for this meeting was reviewed for accuracy.   A motion was made by Debbie Goforth to 
approve the agenda and seconded by Jane McDaniel. The motion passed. 
 
The minutes from the August 26, 2011 meeting were presented as written.  Ivey Olson made the motion 
to approve the minutes, Cathy Brackins seconded.  The motion was passed. 
  
 
Brenda Wilson read the roll call. 
Members present: 
 
Barbara Walker, Henderson County 
Brenda Wilson, Yancey County 
Cathy Brackins, Madison County, 
Cheryl Mitchell, McDowell County 
Deanna Jordan, Buncombe County 
Debbie Goforth, Madison County 
Debbie Sparks, Buncombe County 
Donna Tulley, Clay County 
Dot McClintock, Polk County 
Ivy Olson, Henderson County 
Jane McDaniel, McDowell County 
Janice Dotson, West District Office 
Joyce Plemmons, Buncombe County 



 

 

Kerri Rayburn, Jackson County 
Magen Caldwell, Madison County 
Maryann Mickewicz, Transylvania County 
Norma Chrisawn, Yancey County 
Sarah Gottfried, Polk County 
Vonda Vaughn, Mitchell County 
Linda Lemons, Cleveland County 
Carol Horne, Rutherford County 
Leslie Brown, Rutherford County 
 
 
Members not present: 
 
Debbie Hunter, Macon County 
Erin Freeman, Haywood County 
Karen Ball, Haywood County 
Kim Davis, Avery County 
Susanne Winebarger, Watauga County 
Tami Hagie, Avery County 
Glenda Burgess, Burke County 
Becky Ritch, Caldwell County 
Dawn Snyder, Burke County, 
Annie Thompson, Cleveland County 
 
Donna Tulley welcomed the new counties to our district since this was the first meeting since the 
redistricting. 
 
Janice Dotson gave the financial report. There was a beginning balance of $5156.26 with deposits of 
$1314.95 and expenses of $892.50, leaving a balance of $5578.71 with approx. $1395.00 to be added 
from the redistricting.  $36.89 balance in the share account 
 
Committee Reports: 

 Membership: Megan Caldwell, no report. 

 Public Relations: Cheryl Mitchell has posted pictures from their trip to the TERSSA meeting April 
17, 2012.   

 Herter-O'Neal Scholarship Award recognition discussed.  Cheryl will talk with Teresa Story, 
NCCESA president, about tenured secretaries being recognized at the regional meetings. 

 Rules & Bylaws: Norma Chrisawn had no report. 

 Reflections: Jane McDaniel is working to get all the years up to date in the scrapbook, still trying 
to locate book 1.  It was decided agendas only from meetings and pictures be added to the 
scrapbooks.  She has uploaded all the secretaries’ profiles to the wiki page and requested 
everyone look at their profile to make sure it is what they wanted.  

 Professional Improvement: Cathy Brackins no report. 

 Finance: Janice Dotson had no additional report.  

 Nominating:  Vonda Vaughn no report. 
 
Old Business: 



 

 

Discussion of funds into an enhancement account:  
Donna Tulley’s recommendation was to leave money in the State Employees Credit Union. Maryann 
proposed she has no problems with the enhancement account with the foundation. There was a 
detailed discussion by members.  Jane McDaniel made a motion to dismiss the enhancement account 
until the future, Cheryl Mitchell 2nd.  Voted on and motion carried. 
 
Next Meeting: 
Ivy discussed rotation with additional county with the redistricting.  Next rotation would be Polk County. 
 Jane made a motion for the rotation, Janice Dotson 2nd, motion carried.  Donna stated that the host 
county had the option to choose the donation agency. 
 
 
New Business: 
TERSSA:  Jane McDaniel and others attended the national meeting and this was discussed in great depth, 
especially the fact of the voting option and how the association is being conducted.  Jane can give 
greater insight to the situation.   
 
NCCESA webmaster:  Jane McDaniel has been the webmaster from the beginning and would like to start 
a rotation of every 2 years.  This will be discussed further at the fall meeting. 
 
NCCESA State Meeting:  The meeting will be in Raleigh this year and it will be held September 13th & 
14th with the executive board meeting September 12th.  Janice said in 2010 we voted not to provide 
association funds to attend state meeting to counties that were able to use state travel funds.  Jane 
McDaniel will be in charge of setting up the raffle table at the state meeting with each county donating a 
gift card or funds to buy a gift card. 
 
12 PM:  Debbie Goforth motioned that we adjourn the meeting, Cheryl Mitchell 2nd. 
 
 
Minutes written by Brenda Wilson 


