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N C C ESA South Central Distr ict 
Spring Meeting Minutes 

April 23, 2010 
L ee County, North Carolina 

The NCCESA South Central District secretaries met at the McSwain Extension Education Center 
in the Lee County Farm Bureau Auditorium, 2420 Tramway Road, Sanford, NC 27332. 
 
Kim Gibson, President, called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. She thanked the Kay Morton and 

 
 
Janet Mabry, led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. Susan Johnson, Advisor presented the 

of the Lee County Center welcomed the group and introduced John Crumpton, County Manager. 
Mr. Crumpton emphasized the value of the Extension Service to his county and agricultural  
awareness renewal. He recognized that the title of secretary does not best exhibit what our job  
performance entails and that there is a movement among organizations to acknowledge this. 
 
Susan Graham, District Administrative Associate relayed greetings from Clinton McRae and  
explained that he was attending another meeting but would be here to join us for lunch. Susan  
reported that the administration:  
 was working hard to fill vacant positions.  The search committees were examining the 
 qualifications of applicants and interviewing, aiming to replace as many as possible prior 
 to the new budget year.  
 The District Office is arranging a meeting with interested employees, CEDs,  
 Administrative Secretaries, county HR personnel, and Steve Norris from CALS Personnel, 
 to discuss the impact on current benefits of regular counties going send-in. More  
 information is forthcoming. 
 
 professional development opportunities. Administration is working on and will send out a 
 survey within the upcoming months about the types of educational opportunities that they 
 desire to participate in.  
 
 today in Robeson County. Unfortunately, this meeting presented conflict for some staffs 
 with secretaries' meeting today. Scheduling of meetings was dependent on available space 
 and speaker's schedule. 
  District offices have moved from 3rd floor Ricks Hall to 1st floor at the NC State  
 University Campus. 
 
 a gift from Susan and Clinton for everyone to select from in a basket that would be at the 
 door when the meeting was over.  



 2 

 
Kim Gibson asked the Secretary to call the roll which was presented for April 23, 2010 as follows: 

The minutes from the August 28, 2009 meeting in Hoke County were distributed and posted on the 
South Central NCCESA web site. Denese Prevatte- Robeson County made a motion to accept the 
minutes as posted. Angie Priest-Moore County seconded. Approved. 
 
Denese Prevatte, Treasurer provided a copy of her report as of April 23, 2010 (See A ttachment I , 
page 6). Motion was made by Janet Mabry-Stanly County to accept. Kay Morton-Lee County  
seconded. Approved as follows: 
  $2,813.80 
  $   160.86 
 Money Market Account. $4,430.17 
  $7,404.83 
 
President Kim Gibson asked all members present  to take a few minutes to meet with their designated 
committees as follows:  
 
Membership Committee: Chair - Brenda Gooden, Bladen; Cynthia Brown, Cabarrus; Pam        
Layfield, Anson; Penny McCartney, Robeson  
F inance Committee: Chair - Denese Prevatte, Robeson; Christine Barrier, Cabarrus; Sharron      
Parrish, Bladen; Janet Mabry, Stanly; LaToya Lucy, Bladen 
Public Relations Committee: Chair - Sherry Hall, Bladen; Angie Priest, Moore; Myra Johnson, 
Moore 
 

COUNTY ACTIVE MEMBERS PRESENT RETIREES PRESENT 

ANSON 1  

BLADEN 0  

CABARRUS 3  

COLUMBUS 3  

CUMBERLAND 3  

HARNETT 2  

HOKE 2  

LEE 2  

MONTGOMERY 2  

MOORE 2  

RICHMOND 2  

ROBESON 3  

SCOTLAND 2  

STANLY 2  

UNION 0  

SOUTH CENTRAL DISTRICT 1 1 

T O T A LS 31 1 



 3 

Scholarship Committee: Chair - Rhonda Gaster, Lee; Donna Foster, Cumberland; Leeann Crump, 
Richmond 
Reflections Committee: Chair - Brandi Calcutt, Montgomery; Kim Gibson, Montgomery; Diane 
Scarboro, Hoke; Linda Duncan, Columbus 
Secretary of the Year: Chair - Nan Rackley, Columbus; Annie Freeman, Scotland; Susan Johnson, 
Cumberland  
Nominating Committee: Chair - Ann Pridgen, Columbus; Debbie Humphrey, Robeson; Aletha 
Mebane, Robeson 
Professional Improvement: Chair - Kay Morton, Lee; Amanda Chavis Taylor-Scotland; Cathy 
James, Hoke; Lisa Eubanks, Union 
Rules and By-Laws Committee: Chair - Peggy E lliott, Cumberland; Ibgrid Bell, Harnett; Lisa  
Mauldin, Stanly; Linda Brulet, Columbus 
Awards Committee: Chair - Dana Braswell, Union; Ruthann Pope, Anson; Sharon Williams,  
Harnett; Jean Verhasselt, Cumberland 
O rganization Committee for Community Service Project: Chair-Chris Austin, Union; Becky 
Lewis, Cabarrus; Carol Capel, Richmond 
  
Reports from the above committees were given as follows: 
 AWARDS   
  No report submitted. 
 COMMUNITY SERVICE   
  Report will be given under Unfinished Business. 
 FINANCE- 
  No additional report submitted. 
 MEMBERSHIP- 
  No report submitted. 
 NOMINATING-  
  It was noted that the 2013 South Central District President will oversee the NCCESA 
  State meeting hosted by the South Central District. Thought should be given on  
  selection and training of this significant individual in the upcoming years. 
 PROFESSIONAL IMPROVEMENT- 
  We received thirteen district applications for the Herter O'Neal Scholarship.  Madison 
  Layfield was chosen as the district finalist and her application was sent on to Teresa 
  Story for the consideration for the Herter O'Neal Scholarship. The district Committee 
  Guidelines for the Professional Improvement Committee do not reflect the                  
  responsibilities that the Professional Improvement Committee is required to carry out 
  for the Herter O'Neal Scholarship.  We will be working on changing these guidelines to 
  reflect these responsibilities and will bring this as a recommendation from our         
  committee at our fall district meeting.  
 PUBLIC RELATIONS-                                                                                                     
  The committee thanked all who sent news and pictures for the February 2010 newsletter 
  and to Kay Morton for posting the newsletter on the website. The committee also  
  thanked Dianne Scarboro for her support in this endeavor. Members are encouraged to 
   
  newsletter staff or sherry_hall@ncsu.edu . The next issue will be available in June.  
 REFLECTIONS- 
  Members are asked to send photos, captions, articles of interest and history to  
   
  requested  to gather for a group picture. The district secretary scrapbooks are  
  available for viewing at this meeting. 
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 RULES AND BY-LAWS- 
  On the State level there has been some discussion on changing the State Bylaws  
  under Article 5, Section 6-Officers and Their Duties. It states in Section 6: The  
  accounts of the Treasurer shall be audited at the close of the calendar year by an  
  Audit Committee, to be appointed by the President. Proposed Change: Change  
   
  meeting to change to association year. It was approved by the board members and 
  will be voted on at the state meeting in September. There was a second suggestion 
  at to what constitutes a Quorum. Suggestions were made by each chair to the state 
  chair and submitted to our state NCCESA president, who will be getting   
  back to us on this suggestion. Nothing passed as etched in stone until voting upon 
  at our upcoming state meeting in September 2010. So, this information was  
  shared only to inform the South Central District members of the Rules and  
  By-Laws issues on the state level.  
 SCHOLARSHIP 
  Scholarship letters and applications were mailed to Lee County high schools and  
  the community college. We did not receive any applications. We would like to  
  recommend to open the scholarship opportunity up to all counties in the district.  
  This notice will be sent to administrative assistants in each county and they will  
  send to their local high schools, community college, and local media. Myra Johnson
  -Moore County, made a motion to accept this recommendation. Pam Layfield  
  Anson County seconded. Approved. 
 SECRETARY OF THE YEAR 
  Guidelines are posted on the website along with previous winners. All applications 
  must be submitted to Nan Rackley-Columbus County, nan_rackley@ncsu.edu, by 
  July 1, 2010. 
  
Special Committees: 
 TERSSA 
  Christine Barrier-Cabarrus County submitted the TERRSA report as well as a call 
  to join (See A ttachment I I , pages 7,8). 
  
  Sharon Williams-Harnett County reported that the South Central District received  
   
  consideration among the applicants, a district finalist was selected. That finalist was 
  sent to be included in the state applications for the final selection of the state  
  winner. The committee reported that the South Central District Finalist was  
   
  winner. Her name is Madison Elizabeth Layfield of Anson County. A thank you  
  note was received from her and will be placed in the South Central District  
  Reflections scrapbook. 
 
Unfinished Business: 
  Community Service Project- 
  A submission was read from Chris Austin-Chairman of the Community Service  
  Project Organizational Committee by Becky Lewis-Cabarrus County (See  
  A ttachment I I I , page 9). Rhonda Gaster-Lee County made a motion to accept the 
  proposal as written. Ann Pridgen-Columbus County seconded. During discussion, 
  questions were asked as of when the service projects will begin for this year if  
  accepted, whether those county clusters outlined in the plan were the ones  
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  doing the service project on behalf of the district for the year or whether those counties 
  will be choosing the project for the district then asking the counties in the district to 
  assist in the project. It was noted that most counties would like to assist in the actual 
  project even though their county would not be up for their turn in the selected rotation. 
  It was also discussed whether the actual organizational committee would select a  
  service project for this year, since it would be a late start and ask all counties to  
  participate, then begin the selected cluster rotation in the fall. Since the  
  representatives of the organizational committee could not answer all the questions, the 
  motion to accept the recommendation was withdrawn by Rhonda Gaster-Lee County 
  and it was agreed to table the motion until the next meeting whereby the  
  organizational committee could meet together again and spell out further participation  
  guidelines expected of each county and cluster. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
  It was discussed and committee was created to plan fund raising projects to  
   finance the 2013  State meeting hosted by the South Central District. The following 
  persons were tapped to serve on the committee: Susan Johnson-Cumberland County; 
  Kim Gibson-Montgomery County; Kay Morton-Lee County; Janet Mabry-Stanly  
  County; Christine Barrier-Cabarrus County. Everyone is on notice that they may be 
  asked to serve on this committee or in various capacities.  It was noted that approval to 
  hold the NCCESA meeting must requested and given by the Extension Administration 
  in advance. 
   
  President Kim Gibson called for other new business. None was requested. 
 
Debbie Stephenson, EFNEP Faithful Families Program Associate, presented various isometric        
exercises for office professionals to strengthen muscles, alleviate tension buildup, and re-energize, 
among a host of other purposes. Participants were instructed on how to use ordinary items found in the 
office to build resistance and strength while multitasking on the job. Water bottles were used during 
the demonstration (See handout, A ttachment I V , pages 10, 11). 
 
An Invocation that George Washington, Founder of our Country wrote was presented by Leeann 
Crump-Richmond County. A wonderful homemade lunch was provided by the Lee County Extension 
& Community Association whereby our District Director, Clinton McRae joined us.  
 
Adrian Gaskins, Area Agent, Information Management presented information and demonstrations on 
how to update our county NCCES web site. He gave overviews of linking to the wireless internet,  
uploading the content management system to update staff information, photos, editing in the  
Administrative feature by adding news stories, files and content pages (See A ttachment V , pages 12-
18). He is available to walk participants through the process at Adrian_gaskins@ncsu.edu or 910-296-
2143. 
 
The half and half drawing for treasury funds was presented. An invitation to Montgomery County was 

to each participant. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by  
Becky H. Lewis, SCCESA Secretary,  
Cabarrus County 
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North Carolina Cooperative Extension Secretaries Association 
South Central Distr ict 

O rganizational Committee for Community Service Project Report 
April 23, 2010 

 
 
 

The following report is presented to the membership present at the April 23, 2010 South Central NCCESA meeting 
held in Lee County, NC. 
 
Members of the committee include:    Chair  Chris Austin, Union 
        Becky Lewis, Cabarrus 
        Carol Capel, Richmond 

 
The Community Service Committee would like to recommend the following rotation for these projects: 
 
 Cabarrus/Anson/Union 
  
 Montgomery/Stanly/Richmond 
  
 Moore/Lee/Harnett 
 
 Hoke/Scotland/Robeson 
 
 Cumberland/Bladen/Columbus 
 
These clusters of county NCCESA South Central District members would work together to review local needs, plan 
with local organizations if necessary, and provide a service to their joint choice. Each cluster can choose to work jointly 
or on an individual basis as agreed upon by the county clusters. The committee would like to recommend however that 
the counties make every effort to work as a group on projects. This can be anything from reading to children to serving 
a meal at a homeless shelter. 
 
Each cluster will be provided with $100.00 per year for supplies, or contributions to their chosen community service. 
 
Clusters will rotate on association calendar year and provide reports at each district meeting. It is recommended that 
each cluster contact local media and provide information about their project/s. 
 
Our good works are little stones cast into the pool of time; though the stones themselves may disappear, their ripples 
extend to eternity. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
 
Chris Austin 
Community Service Committee 
Chair 

Attachment III, page 
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